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NEW  YORK  68,  N.  Y. 

FOUNDED  BY  THE  REV.  EASTBURN  BENJAMIN 


Incorporated  May  19,  1869 


OBJECT  OF  THE  SOCIETY  (quoted  from  Certificate  of 
Incorporation,  filed  May  19th,  1869;  amended  December  6th, 
1950)  : “That  the  business  and  object  for  which  said  Society 
is  to  be  formed,  are  to  afford  relief  to  the  Destitute  Blind 
by  providing  a home  for  them  and  as  far  as  it  can,  procur- 
ing work  to  enable  them  to  earn  their  own  livelihood.  . . 

For  92  years  the  Society  has  been  immeasurably  aided 
through  bequests  in  its  work  of  helping  the  needy  and 
friendless  blind.  No  bequest  or  gift  can  be  too  small. 


FOREWORD 

Our  Ninety-second  Annual  Report  is  an  expression  of 
thanks  to  the  generous  men  and  women  who  have  contributed 
in  any  way  to  the  welfare  of  our  blind  residents  during  the 
past  year. 

The  Society’s  officers  and  trustees  feel  a sense  of  gratifica- 
tion at  serving  as  the  agents  of  the  friends  whose  gifts  and 
bequests  mean  lifetime  care  and  protection  to  needy  blind 
people  of  our  city. 

This  same  kind  of  partnership  has  carried  on  from  genera- 
tion to  generation  for  more  than  nine  decades.  It  has  survived 
without  a break  during  a period  marked  by  changes  more 
numerous  and  profound,  perhaps,  than  have  occurred  in  any 
similar  period  of  recorded  history. 

With  this  long  record  of  devoted  loyalty  in  mind  we  look 
forward  with  trust  and  confidence  to  the  further  support  of 
those  now  giving  of  their  means  toward  continuing  for  blind 
people  in  need  the  security  and  permanent  care  provided  for 
them  at  our  Home. 

HENRY  PARISH  2nd 
President 


In  the  Home’s  Chapel. 
In  Thy  light  shall  we  see  light 


Psalms  36:9 


Ninety-two  i ears  of  Homemaking 
for  Needy  Blind  People 

During  the  twelve-month  period  ended  September  30,  1960, 
life  at  our  Home  for  blind  people  reflected  the  experience  and 
knowledge  of  the  needs  of  blind  people  gained  during  ninety- 
two  years  of  continuous  operation. 

Our  goal  is  to  provide  at  the  Home  much  more  than  food, 
shelter,  clothing,  and  medical  care — as  imperative  as  these 
are  for  blind  people  without  means  of  their  own  and  entirely 
dependent  upon  others. 

In  addition  to  meeting  such  basic  needs,  then,  the  Home 
tries  to  create  for  the  blind  men  and  women  entrusted  to  its 
care  individual  lives  of  healthful  activity  and  personal  inter- 
ests in  an  atmosphere  of  security  and  freedom  from  worry. 

Along  this  line,  it  is  our  constant  aim  to  foster  individual 
freedom  for  our  blind  residents  and  to  keep  regimentation  at 
the  minimum  required  for  their  safety  and  welfare.  We  hope 
the  following  pages  will  convey  in  some  measure  the  way  we 
go  about  meeting  this  standard  we  have  set  for  ourselves. 

Here  are  brief  figures  on  the  family  of  blind  people  we 


were  privileged  to  serve  during  the  year: 

Number  of  Residents,  October  1,  1959  79 

Admissions  during  Year  5 

84 

Deaths  during  Year 7 

Number  of  Residents,  September  30,  1960  . 77 
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A group  of  ceramics 
,4  s displayed  at  our  workshop’s 
semi-annual  sales. 

After  reporting  the  appli- 
cant’s physical  examination  by 
our  attending  physician,  the  memorandum  goes  on  to  say,  “and 
we  became  interested  in  him.  For  five  years  he  had  lived  in 
a basement  apartment  and  never  got  out  of  doors.  He  was 
underweight  and  nervous.  ...  It  seemed  to  us  he  needed 
a place  where  he  could  have  the  companionship  of  other  men; 
could  have  a proper  diet;  get  out  of  doors;  engage  in  occu- 
pational therapy;  and  be  given  a feeling  of  security. 

“The  first  ten  days  in  our  Home  he  gained  six  pounds  in 
weight.  He  is  being  taught  to  cane  chairs  [in  our  program 
of  occupational  therapy].  . . . 

“This  resident  plays  the  accordion  and  in  the  evening  joins 
the  group  to  play  and  sing.  One  morning  before  breakfast  we 
found  him  in  the  garden.  He  said  he  wanted  to  hear  the  birds 
sing.” 


The  Goal  of  Healthful 
and  Contented  Living 

A brief  memorandum  from 
the  director  of  our  Home  to 
the  officers,  conveying  details 
of  the  admittance  of  a new 
resident  and  of  his  early 
period  of  adjustment  in  the 
Home,  touches  upon  almost 
every  facet  of  a normal,  ac- 
tive life.  Such  a life  is  the 
ideal  toward  which  we  work 
through  the  daily  care  and  the 
various  activities  of  all  our 
blind  men  and  women. 
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In  considering  this  brief  quotation  as  an  illustration  of 
life  at  the  Home  in  general,  let  us  consider  first  the  new 
resident’s  physical  examination  upon  entrance.  This  was  but 
the  first  of  regular  checkups.  This  blind  man’s  health,  like 
that  of  all  our  blind  people,  will  be  the  concern  of  a staff  of 
four  registered  and  four  practical  nurses  under  the  direction 
of  our  attending  physician.  In  addition,  dental,  ophthalmo- 
logical,  and  podiatric  care  are  always  available,  as  are  outside 
medical  consultation  and  hospitalization  when  needed. 

The  quoted  words,  “and  we  became  interested  in  him,”  say 
a great  deal  about  the  Home’s  interest  in  individual  content- 
ment among  its  blind  people.  Every  effort  is  made  to  foster 
personal  tastes  and  activities. 


The  livingroom,  where  our  blind  residents  entertain  visitors. 


“It  seemed  to  us  he  needed 
M the  companionship  of  other 

I men.  . . He  now  has  the 
company  both  of  men  and 
women.  The  social  and  recre- 
ational activities  at  the  Home 
are  continuous  and  varied. 
There  are  also  bedroom  radios 
and  “talking  books,”  for  more 
solitary  moods. 

“.  . . could  have  a proper 
diet.  . . The  fact  that  this 
resident  gained  six  pounds  in 
his  first  ten  days  at  the  Home 
speaks  for  the  quality  of  the 
food  and  the  care  given  to  its 
preparation. 

“.  . . could  get  out  of  doors. 

. . .”  Our  Home,  an  ell-shaped 
structure,  is  built  on  two  sides 
of  an  entire  block.  The  rest 
of  the  block  is  an  enclosed 
garden,  with  rustic  benches 
under  spreading  trees  and 
with  rails  to  guide  our  blind 
people  in  their  walks.  The 
garden  is  a favorite  retreat 
for  the  residents. 

“.  . . could  engage  in  occu- 
pational therapy.  . . .”  This 
new  resident  is  being  given 
She  entered  our  Home  in  1896.  a feeling  of  accomplishment 

through  learning  to  cane 
chairs.  Occupational  therapy  at  the  Home  is  planned  to  meet 
the  needs  of  the  individual  blind  person,  with  his  age,  health, 
and  such  factors  in  mind. 
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. . and  be  given  a feeling  of  security.  . . With  the 
continued  help  of  our  friends,  this  blind  resident  will  be 
assured  a life  of  security  and  wholesome  activities,  as  genera- 
tions of  other  blind  residents  have  been,  since  1869.  Entrance 
and  permanent  residence  are  free  at  our  Home — no  charges  of 
any  kind  are  made. 

No  description  of  the  life  of  these  blind  people  would  be 
complete  without  mention  of  their  religious  observance. 
Besides  weekly  chapel  services  at  the  Home,  participation  in 
the  religion  of  his  choice  is  available  to  each  resident  through 
the  co-operation  of  neighboring  churches  and  synagogues.  Our 
Card  of  Thanks,  on  the  inside  back  cover  of  this  Report,  grate- 
fully acknowledges  these  and  other  volunteer  services  rendered 
by  our  friends. 

Blind  residents  play  bridge  with  cards  marked  in  Braille. 
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A rear  view  of  the  Home  from  the  garden. 


OFFICERS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1959-1960 


President 

Henry  Parish,  2nd 

Lawrason  Riggs 

Vice-Presidents 

Charles  S.  McVeigh,  Jr. 

T reasurer 

Assistant  Treasurer  Secretary 

John  Brooks 

John  C.  Orr,  2nd  Edmund  P.  Rogers,  Jr. 

O’Donnell  Iselin 

Finance  Committee 

John  Brooks  Philip  M.  Brett,  Jr. 

Auditing  Committee 

Charles  S.  McVeigh,  Jr.  Edmund  P.  Rogers,  Jr. 


Lawrason  Riggs 

Law  Committee 

Charles  S.  McVeigh,  Jr.  Edmund  P.  Rogers,  Jr. 

Executive  Committee 

John  Brooks,  Chairman 

Charles  S.  McVeigh,  Jr.  Edmund  P.  Rogers,  Jr.  Philip  M.  Brett,  Jr. 


John  C.  Orr,  2nd 

Winthrop  S.  Emmet  The  President,  Ex  Officio 

A ttorneys 

Benedict  and  Hurry 
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T rustees 


A.  Gifford  Agnew 

Philip  M.  Brett,  Jr 

John  Brooks 

♦Stephen  C.  Clark 

George  Crawford 

Winthrop  S.  Emmet 

O’Donnell  Iselin 

Charles  S.  McVeigh,  Jr. 

John  C.  Orr,  2nd 

Henry  Parish,  2nd 

Lawrason  Riggs 

Edmund  P.  Rogers,  Jr 


122  E.  42nd  St.,  N.  Y.  City 
...20  Broad  St.,  N.  Y.  City 
.100  Broadway,  N.  Y.  City 
. ..149  Broadway,  N.  Y.  City 
.7  East  42nd  St.,  N.  Y.  City 

43  Broad  St.,  N.  Y.  City 

...40  Wall  Street,  N.  Y.  City 
...60  Wall  Street,  N.  Y.  City 

100  Broadway,  N.  Y.  City 

. 42  Wall  Street,  N.  Y.  City 
74  Trinity  Place,  N.  Y.  City 
25  Broadway,  N.  Y.  City 


* In  September,  1960,  the  Society  suffered  a severe  loss  in  the 
death  of  Mr.  Stephen  C.  Clark,  who  had  served  for  many  years 
as  an  officer  and  trustee.  In  this  report  Mr.  Clark’s  name  is 
retained  as  a trustee  because  he  served  through  most  of  the  fiscal 
year,  his  death  having  occurred  but  two  weeks  before  the  end 
of  the  period  covered  by  the  report. 
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PAST  OFFICERS 

Presidents 

Rev.  Eastburn  Benjamin 1868-1874 

Rev.  J.  J.  Roberts 1874-1884 

Charles  H.  Lki.and 1884-1890 

Edwin  S.  Coles 1890-1896 

Hon.  Henry  E.  Howland 1896-1913 

William  Foulke 1913-1920 

Lewis  Spencer  Morris 1920-1944 

Stephen  C.  Clark 1945-1950 

George  Crawford 1950-1953 

Henry  Parish,  2nd 1953- 

Vicc-P  residents 

Rev.  Dr.  W.  A.  McVickar 1871-1873 

Rev.  Dr.  C.  B.  Wyatt 1871-1872 

Rev.  Dr.  C.  E.  Swope 1872-1873 

D.  Lydig  Suydam 1873-1878 

G.  W.  T.  Lord 1873-1874 

1878-1881 

N.  P.  Hosack 1874-1878 

Townsend  Cox ' 1878-1883 

F.  H.  Weeks 1881-1886 

B.  F.  Corlies 1883-1886 

W.  W.  Culver 1886-1892 

E.  S.  Coles 1889-1891 

J.  McCarter 1891-1893 

H.  Manuei 1892-1894 

Hon.  H.  E.  Howland 1893-1896 

Lyman  Rhoades 1894-1907 

Maj.  Gen.  C.  F.  Roe 1896-1913 

Archibald  D.  Russell 1907-1913 

Frederic  deP.  Foster 1903-1929 

Howland  Peli. 1913-1928 

Stephen  C.  Clark 1929-1944 

Edmund  P.  Rogers 1928-1948 

Lucius  Wilmerding 1945-1949 

O’Donnell  Iselin 1948-1950 

1956-1959 

Walter  N.  Stillman 1949-1956 

Henry  Parish,  2nd 1950-1953 

Charles  S.  McVeigh,  Jr 1953- 

Lawrason  Riggs....- 1959- 
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Secretaries 


Edwin  S.  Coles - 1871-1891 

James  McCarter 1891-1893 

Henry  J.  Cammann 1893-1903 

C.  A.  Schermerhorn 1903-1914 

Charles  C.  Bull 1914-1924 

Lawrason  Riggs 1924-1950 

Charles  S.  McVeigh,  Jr - 1950-1953 

Edmund  P.  Rogers,  Jr 1953- 

Treasurers 

Horace  Manuel 1871-1896 

Henry  C.  Swords 1896-1914 

Lewis  Spencer  Morris 1914-1917 

1919- 1920 

Frederic  F.  de  Rham 1917-1919 

1920- 1931 
1935-1938 

H.  Pendleton  Rogers 1931-1935 

John  Brooks 1938- 

Assistant  Treasurer 

John  C.  Orr,  2nd 1955- 
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FINANCIAL  STATEMENT 


Fiscal  Year  October  1,  1959 — September  30,  1960 

Income  From  All  Sources  : 

Investments  $178,425.18 

Remittances  from  Trusts  Not  Administered  by  Society 38,585.68 

Contributions  40,950.72 

Occupational  Therapy  (Sales  and  Repair  Work) 2,557.94 

$260,519.52 

Operating  Expenses  : 

Home  Management,  Housekeeping,  Operation  of  Building $ 46,596.04 

Provisions,  Including  Preparation  and  Service 48,641.47 

Fuel,  Gas,  Electricity 12,860.34 

House  Supplies  4,795.05 

Physician  and  Nurses 30,899.05 

Medical  Supplies  and  Outside  Hospital  Service 8,664.65 

Occupational  Therapy  — 7,800.63 

Building  Maintenance  and  Service 43,746.87 

Fiduciary,  Legal,  and  Auditing  Fees 5,792.40 

Insurance 3,956.08 

Pensions  and  Payments  to  Co-Operating  Agencies 6,787.50 

Social  Security  3,735.70 

Hospitalization  Insurance  2,056.51 

Public  Relations  and  Fund-Raising 17,273.59 

Office  and  House  Furniture 4,821.70 

Various  5,010.58 

$253,438.16 

Excess  of  Income  Over  Operating  Expenses $ 7,081.36 

Permanent  Improvements  to  Building,  Including  New  Fire  Escape 
and  Elevator  44,870.40 

Total  Deficit  $ 37,789.04 


Should  you  wish  more  information  about  the  Society’s  financial 
statement,  please  write  Mr.  John  Brooks,  Treasurer, 

100  Broadway,  New  York  15,  N.  Y. 
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MANAGEMENT  OF  THE  HOME 


Miss  Lillian  T.  MacKinnon 


Director  (FOrdham  7-2085) 


Mrs.  Helena  McVey 


Workshop  Supervisor 


Mrs.  Frances  E.  Richards 


Nurse  in  Charge 


Attending  Physician 
Herbert  B.  Wilcox,  Jr.,  M.D. 

The  Attending  Physician  is  on  the  staff  of  Columbia  Presby- 
terian Medical  Center  and  whenever  necessary  calls  upon  special- 
ists from  the  Medical  Center  staff  for  consultation. 


% 


Visitor 


The  Rt.  Rev.  Horace  W.  B.  Donegan,  D.D.,  S.T.D. 
The  Bishop  of  New  York 


Chaplains 

Rev.  Harry  R.  Coleman 
Rev.  Lawrence  B.  Larsen 
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NEW  BEQUESTS  RECEIVED  DURING  THE 
FISCAL  YEAR  ENDED  SEPTEMBER  30,  1960 


Estate  of  Lillie  G.  Phoenix.  $285,720.83 

Estate  of  Lenetta  B.  Gates 41,116.36 

Estate  of  Mary  L.  Mackenzie 2,608.54 

Estate  of  Sarah  De  Vinne 43.19 

Estate  of  Lucy  B.  Keyes 1.161.49 

$330,650.41 


Have  you  thought  of  remembering  our  Society  in  your  will? 

‘u 

J Form  of  Bequest  ! 

j I hereby  give  and  bequeath  to  “THE  SOCIETY  FOR 
| THE  RELIEF  OF  THE  DESTITUTE  BLIND  OF  ! 

J THE  CITY  OF  NEW  YORK  AND  ITS  VICINITY"  ! 

j the  sum  of  Dollars  i 

J for  use  of  said  Society.  i 
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A CARD  OF  THANKS 


Our  sincere  thanks  are  addressed  to  the  individuals, 
religious  congregations,  high  school  groups,  social 
agencies,  clubs  and  other  organizations  who,  during 
the  year,  contributed  special  gifts  and  services. 

Their  contribution  to  the  contentment  of  our  blind 
men  and  women  included  the  following: 

Services  as  guides  and  shoppers 
Provision  of  transportation 
Musical  and  other  entertainment 
Birthday  and  holiday  remembrances 
Entertainment  in  private  homes 
Literature  in  Braille 
Instruction  in  Braille 
Recorded  “talking  books” 

Treats  of  refreshments 
Gifts  of  clothing 

Last  but  not  least,  warm  thanks  are  extended  to 
the  printing  firm  which  again  this  year  contributed 
our  Annual  Report  without  cost  to  the  Society. 


Visitors  to  the  Home  Are  Always  Welcome 


